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D
ear S

irs

R
e: S

ilks A
pplication to renew

 a S
exual E

ntertainm
ent Licence at2, S

overeign P
lace,

Leeds, LS
1 4S

P
.

I am
 w

riting to form
ally object to the application, by R

ed C
arpet Leisure, to renew

 their licence for
S

ILK
S

 a 'G
entlem

an's Lounge' providing sexual entertainm
ent including lap dancing, pole

dancing and strip tease at 2 S
overeign P

lace, Leeds, LS
1 4S

P
.

T
he licence renew

al should be refused on the basis that the use is inappropriate in this location,
as set out in the C

ouncil's S
tatem

ent of Licensing P
olicy for S

ex E
stablishm

ents.

T
he S

tatem
ent of Licensing P

olicy sets out discretionary grounds for refusal, taking into regard:-

. 
T

he character of the relevant locality;
. 

U
se of prem

ises in the vicinity
r 

Layout, character, condition or location of the prem
ises

T
he policy also goes on to state that the C

ouncil agrees that there are num
ber of specific areas

w
here S

E
V

s are inappropriate to be located due to the sensitive nature of uses. lt is stated in the
P

olicy that the C
ouncil agrees that parks are a sensitive location and that'generally S

E
V

s are not
appropriate near them

'.

T
he S

overeign S
quare green space is currently being constructed and it is located im

m
ediately

adjacent to S
ilks. lt w

ill be the first new
 park space created in the city centre for m

any years. T
he

park space w
hich opens in O

ctober 2015, w
ill be an exem

plar of high quality landscape design
and horticulture and w

ill offer open access to the grow
ing city centre business and residential

com
m

unity.
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T
he new

 park space is m
ore than half a hectare in size and consists of 4 distinct zones: the

viaduct; the rain garden; the grove and the square. I have highlighted the greenspace on the
attached plans. T

he viaduct area sits in front of the railw
ay arches from

 N
eville S

treet all the w
ay

across the site to S
w

inegate. lt is a large area of Y
ork stone paving w

hich contains the key
installation in the greenspace - an interactive w

ater feature that w
ill be appealing to children,

along w
ith seating and a pedestrian disabled access ram

p that starts in S
overeign P

lace directly
in front of S

ILK
S

 and leads into the park. T
he viaduct leads into the rain garden, a large planted

area providing seating, trees and cycle stands and is a unique elem
ent in the site's sustainable

drainage system
. T

he G
rove sits at the end of the rain garden and is an area of large m

ature
trees w

ith granite stone seating. F
inally the S

quare is an area of raised law
ns w

ith trees, shrubs
and a series of w

alls w
ith integrated seats.

T
he S

overeign S
quare park w

ill provide a new
 location for social interaction, outdoor events or

sim
ply relaxation. C

ritically for this objection, the design and developm
ent of this park supports

the C
ouncil's am

bition to be a 'C
hild F

riendly' city, w
here children and young people find the city

centre w
elcom

ing and safe, w
ith friendly places to go, have fun and play.

C
onstruction of the greenspace began in January 2015, w

ith the m
ain w

orks to com
plete at the

end of O
ctober 2015 and the planting w

orks to be com
pleted by the end of D

ecem
ber 2015.

T
he developm

ent of S
overeign S

quare as a pivotal location for new
 business and recreation w

as
identified in the S

overeign S
treet P

lanning S
tatem

ent, adopted by the C
ouncil in2011.

T
he first phase of this transform

ation is com
plete w

ith the construction of the new
 Y

orkshire
H

eadquarters of K
P

M
G

 w
hich com

pleted at the end of 2014. K
P

M
G

 are currently undertaking
their 'fit out' of their building w

hich is expected to com
plete 28th A

ugust 2015 w
ith full occupation

by staff anticipated m
id O

ctober 2015. T
he second phase of the developm

ent is the S
overeign

S
quare green space and the third phase - the new

 B
runtw

ood developm
ent at 3, S

overeign
S

quare, is currently under construction. P
ractical C

om
pletion of the B

runtw
ood D

evelopm
ent is

scheduled for July 2016. T
he building w

ill offer circa 90,000 sq.ft. prim
arily office developm

ent,
w

ith a café and restaurant on the ground floor fronting the new
 greenspace providing active

frontages and 51,000sq.ft offices pre-let to A
ddleshaw

 G
oddard, solicitors.

ïhe C
ouncil is keen to prom

ote active ground floor frontages and w
e are m

indful that S
ilks w

ill
not have an active day tim

e frontage due to the nature of its use.

T
here is one final developm

ent plot on site, 2, S
overeign S

quare, for w
hich m

arketing w
ill

com
m

ence in O
ctober 2015. T

he uses appropriate for this site include offices, residential, and
hotel over retail and leisure w

ith active ground floor uses such and café and/or restaurant that w
ill

spill out on to the green space. ln addition to all of these developm
ents an independent kiosk is

also proposed w
ithin the park, to contribute to the attractive south facing vibrant offer.

T
he S

overeign S
quare schem

e is now
 very close to realising its vision to becom

e a21"t century
park space and be a new

 addition to the C
ouncil's city centre portfolio of parks and open spaces

such as M
illennium

 S
quare, C

ity S
quare, P

ark S
quare and M

errion S
treet G

ardens.

H
ow

ever the C
ouncil's vision for S

overeign S
quare extends w

ay beyond the site itself.
S

overeign S
quare is a pivotal location in the city centre and w

ill be a key business and leisure
hub for the city. lt is adjacent to the Leeds W

atedront, a grow
ing city centre residential

w
w

w
.leeds.gov.uk 

sw
itchboard : 0113 222 4444



population. T
his area w

ill see the com
pletion of the new

 S
outhern S

tation entrance (due to
com

plete at the end of 2015) and w
ill be connected to S

overeign S
quare through additional

public realm
 enhancem

ents at Little N
eville S

treet and the new
 road crossing w

hich is already
com

plete. F
easibility w

ork has also com
m

enced on a new
 pedestrian footbridge across the R

iver
A

ire close to S
overeign S

quare. T
he bridge is included in both the S

overeign S
quare P

lanning
S

tatem
ent and the S

outh B
ank P

lanning S
tatem

ent (adopted O
ctober 2011) w

hich identifies the
C

ouncil aspirations to link the S
outh B

ank of the river to the city centre.

lf the S
ilks S

exual E
ntertainm

ent licence is renew
ed, it w

ill underm
ine, the C

ouncil's am
bition to

m
ake the new

 S
overeign S

quare a safe and attractive place for fam
ilies and children to visit.

ln consideration of all of the above points, I object to the application and request that perm
ission

is refused for the application by R
ed C

arpet Leisure to continue operating as a sex establishm
ent

at S
overeign P

lace.

Y
ours faithfully

\--*
-/-

Þ
J-væ

.V

M
artin F

arrington
D

irector of C
ity D

evelopm
ent

C
c C

ouncillor R
ichard Lew

is, E
xecutive M

em
ber for R

egeneration, T
ransport and P

lanning

w
w

w
.leeds.gov.uk

sw
itchboard : 0113 222 4444
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